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 Share a work-in-progress – map of historical 
wetlands of north Monterey County 

 Share historical data used to create map 

 Provide web access to historical maps 

 
 
 





 Using reliable, firsthand accounts can help us understand 
past and current conditions 

 Provides insight into forgotten habitat types 

 Identifies landscape-level linkages and functions 

 Can help us understand the potential to protect and/or 
restore land and water we manage 

NOT a template from which to re-create the past 

(adapted from San Francisco Estuary Institute) 

 



A draft map 
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A sampler of some of the sources for the 
map 



Interconnected channels 
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Mid 1800s – American Surveys 
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A Boat Trip: Tembladero, Moro Cojo, and 

Castroville Sloughs 
1870 



The Castroville Argus,  
January 15, 1870 
 
“The Tembladera has its 
rise in, and is chiefly fed 
by two large and deep 
lakes, one lying about two 
miles east of Castroville, and 
the other about the same 
distance southeast. About a 
month ago. . .we in company 
with Mr. Juan B. Castro, Mr. 
Antonio Pomber and Mr. 
Anderson, made the voyage 
down one channel and up the 
other.  About 1 o’clock pm we 
got into a skiff on the 
Tembladera, near Hick’s Mill, 
and proceeded leisurely 
down the stream, three miles 
to the Salinas. . .” 



20’ wide, 3-4’ 
deep, tules on 
side 

Tembladero Slough, 
40-50’ wide, 3-7’ 
deep, clear of tules 

Salinas 
River, 250-
350’ wide, 
low tide, 
sand bars 

Moro Cojo Slough, 
250-350’ wide, 
6-9’ deep, alive with 
waterfowl 

Castroville Slough, 
75-100’ wide, 
8-9’ deep 

End 150’ ft from town 
Marsh, tide range 3-4’ 



Castroville Channel today – 5-20 feet wide for most 
of its length 
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Bulkhead installed to 
prevent tides in Moro  
Cojo Slough 
(erroneously called 
“Elkhorn” below) 
 
Santa Cruz Sentinel, 
May 11, 1886 
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Extensive wetlands – estuarine 
marshes and freshwater lakes, 
sloughs, wetlands 



October 7, 1769.   Portola Expedition heads north 
from Salinas River 

Salinas City 

Castroville 
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American 
accounts 
 
 
Daily Evening Bulletin, 
San Francisco.  
Feb 25, 1880 
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During extremely high tide 
the soil is occasionally 
overflowed. Saline 
deposits are present. . Salt 
grasses, pickleweed and 
other water loving salt-
resistant grasses or sedges. 

Soil Survey of 
the Salinas 
Area, CA 

1925 
 

 





 
FIG. 2.-RECLAMATION  OF  TIDAL  FLATS  BY  RIDGE  CULTIVATION  AND  SHALLOW-SURFACE DRAINAGE . 

“The land in proximity  to the sea is often rendered unfit for cultivation by the 
effects of brackish tide water. In a few cases  existing  slough  channels  afford  an 
outlet for drainage  of  limited  areas of  this land.  Much of  the land of the 
Monterey County farm and vicinity has been drained into such sloughs. “  -1901 
Soil Survey of the Lower Salinas Valley, California. 



Twentieth Century maps – created for 
reclamation ditch 





 USGS maps from 1914 and 1917 
 Lou Hare’s lake maps from early 1900s 
 Aerial photos from 1930s - 1980 
 
 Files available at  
elkhornslough.org/habitat-restoration/historical-ecology-tools.htm 
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elkhornslough.org/habitat-restoration/historical-ecology-tools.htm 
 
Andrea Woolfolk: amwoolfolk@gmail.com 
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