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Jistorical Ecology. Wihalis it?
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[Historical wellands, Nortl Monterey
Courty
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A Boat Trip: Tembladero, Moro Cojo, and
Castroville Sloughs
1870
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Salinas Moro Cojo Slough,
River, 250- 250-350’ wide,

350" wide, 6-9’ deep, alive with
low tide, waterfowl

sand bars *

X Castroville Slough,
75-100" wide,
8-9’ deep

* * End 150’ ft from town

Marsh, tide range 3-4’

Tembladero Slough,
40-50" wide, 3-7’
deep, clear of tules

*

20’ wide, 3-4’
deep, tules on
side



Castroville Channel today — 5-20 feet wide for most
of its length
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Water control structures
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—'The bulkhead at Moss Landing is
finished. The strueture is eighty feet
at the base, and fifty feet at
the top, and about six hundred feet
in length., The flood gates are ar-
ranged so that at low tide the fresh
water will open the gates, letting the
water into the ocean, but the tide wa-
ter will eclose them, permittimg no
waler to pass np Elk Horn slough. |
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Salinas City
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rauches. The chief peeuliarity In the location
of Satiuns Cley 18 that it {3 in the midet of
natural lakes, some of them of conslderable
depth, and fed by eprings. Entering Sallnns on
the Santa Rita road the traveler passes between
tio of there lakes, onc of great depth. Koter
ing by way of the Castroville road, we pass
several other lakes,  On the south-of the town,
auil rome wiles distant, there are several simis
lar Iakes. In fact, thero I8 a chaln of lakes of
varving sizes, reaching from Salinas City lo
Castroville. Somo of these lakes are deep aund
permaucnt. Otbers are shallow, aud syrreunded
with wide belts of marsh and tule.

Now, the futureof these Inkes i3 n question
of much lmporlance.  Cau they Le dralned, so
a8 10 wiilize the marvelously rich soll and age-
old deposits of vegetable natter, now worso
thau idle? Tha naturaloutiet isthe Tembladera
Slough, n decp and wide channel, which could
easlly be mada navigable for small vessels, and
doubtiess the work of decpening the short chag-
nels between the lakes would not be anyliing
enormoue. But the fundawental question, so
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FIG. 2.-RECLAMATION OF TIDAL FLATS BY RIDGE CULTIVATION AND SHALLOW-SURFACE DRAINAGE .
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Viaps anc aerfals vou can use at home
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elkhornslough.org/habitat-restoration/historical-ecology-tools.htm

Andrea Woolfolk: amwoolfolk@gmail.com
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